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TO THE REVEREND JOHN DAVIS, CERNE. 





Sra, , : Cerne, March 24, 1824. 
Daivex from one scheme to another, in the vain attempt to 
support your declining trade, you have, of late, thought 
proper to make your discourses from the pulpit the medium 
of your last effort ; presuming, no doubt, that, in this retreat, 
= | pr wae ie sagen fear of meeting opposition. You 
must-be undeceived: I can follow you: what | hear, I can 
answer. When I see you shifting, "tirst from an open op- 
nym io a backbiter, then, when made ashamed of this, to 

ae in the paipits it urges me on to move you, if 
possible, one step further. I sball not enter into a long de- 
tail on DE eitomror attacks you have made on shaitive 
choose to call infidel principles; but confine myself to the 
notice of a few of those assertions, on which a seem to 
lay. the greatest stress—assertions, which, in absence of all 
proof, J, of course, consider unfounded. : 

You say that morality cannot be separated from religion ; 
thatexcept.a man be religious, he cavnot be moral; that, 

mare mayeaiiempt to hide the inward depravity, by an 

outward show of good actions, still there is no moral foun- 
dation, The falsity of those assertions, I sbould think, must 
yd evident to the most careless observer. If morality 
8 aa from religion, then, all religious men must 
But, do men, and all anti-religious must be immoral men. 
mo we find this to be the case? Are religious men 
more moral than anti-religious men? Experience teaches 
— i a ga There may be religion and mo- 

eg person; but that does not prove the 
» yi We see some religious menu very immoral and 
©! Opposite opinion very moral: from which it appears 
—e eh the prolession of religion and the practice of 
. € not the least connexion—are in every respect 
al When | say there may: be religion and morality 
vy) Pinted ana Published by R.-Carlile, $4, Peet Street. 
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found in the same person, I only mean morality of an inferior 
kind, such asmight emanate from a narrow mind, and of course 
confined to 4 few objects. The philanthropist might say 

and with justice, that all religious men were immoral, and 
support his assertion by the following argument: religion is 
a continual torment to both body and mind; it prevents us 
from enjoying many innocent pleasures which we otherwise 
might enjoy, and it greatly retards, if not prevents, all ya- 
luable and useful improvement. Whatever causes paia, ot 
deprives us of innocent pleasures; or retards the improve- 
ment of the mind, is immoral. Consequently, to support 
religion isimmoral. The “ inward depravity,” or more pro- 
perly, the passions we inberit from nature, to a greater or 
less degree ; and he alone is the wise, the moral man, who 
can so controul his passions, that the ‘ outward actions’ may 
not betray them. Knowledge is the only foundation on 
which morality can have any firm’ reliance; the only root 
from whence it can ever derive any lasting support or im- 
provement; theonly road by which it can ever arrive atany 
degree of perfection or stability. Werea love of knowledge 
and morality general among mankind, it might be likened to 
a thriving tree: the roots, to men seeking in all direction and 
by all possible means after knowledge; the trunk, to the 
whole human race combined together for mutual support 
and improvement; which, dividing from larger to smaller 
branches, at last, ends with the siugle leaf: so with mankind, 
branching into different castes, societies, and families, we 
mark the knowledge and distinguish the morality alike of 
the aggregate body and the individual man. But how can 
we expect to see this tree in a thriving state—bow can we 
expect to see morality triumphant in society, when so few 
of its members are seeking in those paths which can alone 
lead to it? Like a tree torn up by the wind, with a few 
roots remaining in the earth, it may shoot forth here and there 
with apparent vigour; but instead of indicating a flourish- 
ing coudition, makes appear more plainly the rotten and mi- 
serable state of the surrounding branches. 152 

You say, that “ right doctrine produceth right practice. 

Agreed : but what does your doctrineappear to be, when proved 
by this test? he slipping conduct of the saints and dis- 
ciples of grace, forms a striking contrast.to right practice. 
It does not,appear to me, that you consider your own doc- 
trimes to be right, although you would wish us to think so; 
or why should. you say; “be ye mindful then what manner 
of persons ye ought to be?” Had the saints, whom you were 
addressing, been possessed of, and consequently their action 
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guided by, right principles, they would not have needed this 
cation and advice. 

‘You say, that while a man has health and strength, he 
might continue an infidel to God, but that when sickness 
overtakes him, or the hour of death draws nigh, then the 
ath stares him in the face; then, he sees the shallowness 
of his befure-boasted support, REASON ; then, he finds, when 
oo late, tat his principles will not bear him out: in conclu- 
sion, you say, “men may live fools, but fools they cannot 
die.” That men with health and strength can be, and that 
every man rae Tyee pe of his reasoning faculties on the 
subject must be, an infidel to such a God as you preach, I 
am fully convinced ; but it requires joann yal than 
hey assertion to convince me that his principles will not 

‘ais out. ee itn who live their days without 
any fixed principle, men who never trouble themselves about 
the trath or falsehood of any opinion, are generally troubled 
oa] et of ate oe on gid death bed, I believe; 
neither am I surprised at it; and a knowledge of this sti- 
ttulates me to enquiry, while I have my rise facal- 
les unimpaired. But that men, who form their opinions 
rm poeta ry a nied pas investigation of the subject ; 

6, aller having been daily strengthened in them for years, 
cannot hold them in what oA call their trying hour, “yf said 
before, requires something more than your bare assertion to 
convince me. This is not a matter on which we can get in- 
dividual experience: we can only judge from what we see 
and Know, or hear of others; and here all authentic history 
is decidedly against you. Speaking for myself, I can look 

pbc to this “ trying hour” with as much composure as 
rhe oo eed he fae? and have vo doubt but I shall 

1 with equal calmness. 
we and mischievous fault-with the- generality. of 
mi only those who have passed the meridian of life, 
dhe of all ages, that, instead of attempting to better 
side ahs of life, they are continually tormenting them- 
doe oh (or as they say preparing themselves for) death. 
aieui nee as’ if they were to live for ever; and 
Bb EF Ne we far better and more usefal lives in every 
Po ny rd. Instead of making themselves and ail 
Walia miserable with the thoughts of death; they 
euid’only study, speak upon, and endeavour to obtain 
¢ibveniane sof lie: instead of sitting down contented under 
, > hich alittle energy might remove, with the 
ww they ar = pet ta will last very well. their time, 
» they ‘would “make every case their own that was 
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in any way likely to affect the interests or happiness of map. 
kind for ages to come: and then, instead of their lives proy- 
ing one continued scene of disquietude and pain, they would 
live comparatively happy and contented: and when old age 
and its ever constant attendant debility, had unfitted them for 
the enjoyment of life; when life, instead of pleasure, became 
pain, they would embrace death as a welcome visitor. In 
short, though all men must be conscious, that dissolution 
is certain, they ought to consider themselves as living in the 
rising generation, and to act accordingly; which would not 
only make them better and more useful members of society— 
more useful to their second selves, the rising generation, but 
would be the most productive of happiness during their in- 
dividual existence. After all, what is this, the thought of 
which is the continual torment of life? What is this for 
which we should forego every other consideration to pre- 
pare for? What is this, the approach of which (according 
to your account) is to make us all wise? What is this bug- 
bear, this terror of the human mind? What is this, we seem 
so much to fear? Death! a deprivation of life! a depriva- 
tion of that, of which it is not possible for us ever to feel the 
want! I have beard it remarked that that man must be truly 
miserable, who wishes for death; but by far more miserable 
must that man be, who fears it. 

As reading, and reasoning on what we read, is a sure and 
certain step towards the attainment of knowledge, it is not sur- 
prising that you, whose livelihood depends upon the ignorance 
of the.people, should endeavour to persuade them not to read 
or to make use of their reasoning faculties. You did not 


take for your text, that admirable passage: “ prove all - 


things!” This would not suit your purpose. You knew, 
that from the Bible, there was to be culled weapons for all 
parties and all purposes. You selected accordingly: and 
they “ brought their books together and burned them before 
all men :” and you would persuade your audience to do the 
same! Ah! cunning Priest! You say, “ whenever you meet 
witha book, which iu any way staggers your faith, be assured 
that that book is not from the Lord, and immediately com- 
mit it to the flames!” Ah! cunning cheat! Do you think the 
people of those days will be so blind as to follow your man- 
date in this respect? Will it not rather prove to others, what 
to me is well known, that you fear the perasal of those antl- 
religious publications which are finding their way into every 
part of the country ? Or does it not prove, that religion must 
be false, when the writing of any man can stagger it? For 
what is this which can be staggered? Is it truth? Impossl- 
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ble! Then it must be falsehood ; and as such, not deserving 
the support of mankind. If! had followed your advice, | 
should not have been so well provided in waste paper as at 
resent, by several old Bibles: for these, I can assure you, 
were the first that staggered my faith. You say, there are 
individuals who have no faith, of which you are sorry (no 
doubt!) to say there are instances in this town. You ad- 
rise, in regard to them, as little connexion; or as little con- 
versation as possible; for fear of being infected with the 
poison of infidelity! If they wish to continue the same ig- 
norant, miserable dupes of imposition, as the generality of 
them now are; then, I believe yours is the best advice they 
can follow. 

[cannot follow you in your sublime descriptions of heaven, 
as | have never visited it; neither do I know exactly where 
itis situated. You speak of it as up—over head; but as 
ous is a revolving globe, at what hour is it over head? 
Mid-day, or Mid-night, or what hour? It is necessary that 
you should precisely settle this point, for, when you invoke 
prayer, you say, “ lift up your hands toward heaven ;” con- 
sequently, you ought to apprise us at what hour heaven is 
over head; that we may not hold our hands in the wrong 
direction; nor offer up our prayers when we cannot be 
seen. You say, “it is impossible to describe the joys of the 
elect in heaven ;” yet, you say, “‘ they are to sing praises to 
all eternity without ceasing!” if this be correct, tbis is all 
their joy: there can be no time for any thing else! If I am 
to judge of the singing of saints in heaven, by that of the 
stints in Cerne Charch, I must have a fresb taste for music 
before it will afford me even a momentary pleasure; whilst 
this continued singing, 1 should think must prove insipid, 
even to those who are most fond of it. It is surprising to 
me, that amongst so many very learned men who are con- 
tinually preaching about heaven and hell, that not one has 
given us a correct account of what is doing in these different 
countries: for believe me, I do not think your singing scheme 
can be exactly correct. To constitute pleasure, there must 
, i; gait 1X, We feel no pleasure, except we have before 
whi Opposite, which we call pain: for, whatever it be 
be ni We call pleasure, it soon becomes pain, if the scene 
ieee ee Tn company, when conversation gets dall, 
si 4 pleasure in hearing agood song; but this, if.con- 
wit? beyond an ordinary length, becomes. tiresome and 
sla And so in all cases. From these few hints, you 

y Se likely to perceive the necessity of inventing some 
inating scheme, than continual singing. 
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As I have never heard of your producing, either in, or out 
of the pulpit, any thing worthy the name of argument, I do 
not consider you a champion of Christianity, My onl 
motive in addressing you, is to attempt to shew that assertion 
is not argument; and that no assertion, however confident 
the assertion may appear to be, is worthy the attention, or 
has any claim on the belief of mankind, except supported by 
proofs, You are continually telling us of this, that, and the 
other, of which we have not the least conception: and when 
we call on you for explanation or proof, we are called Inf- 
dels and Atheists! ‘But the day is rapidly approaching, when 
men will be satisfied with nothing short of demonstrative 
proof; and when, being branded with epithets, will not de- 
ter them from bringing every question to this test. Ina let- 
ter, a short time since received from a friend of yonrs, (and 
I believe, your best, your bosom friend, your dear self!) the 
writer says: ** Mr. Davis is a teacher sent from God:” if 
so, certainly, you would not be sent without something to 
adduce in proof of your mission. It is this proof for which 
we call on you; and till you adduce it, we must continue 
what we are—lInfidels to thedoctrine you preach. Till then, 
it shall be my endeavour to persuade others not to counten- 
ance or support that which is so evidently false. And, as 
happiness is the principal thing to be desired—the end to 
which all our actions should lead. as a preparatory step, [ 
would advise them to discard the mentally and bodily tor- 
turing dogmas of Christianity, and in their place, to learn, 
practice, and teach morality. 


R. HASSELL, JUNIOR. 





THE FOLLOWING IS THE LETTER ALLUDED TO BY 
MR. HASSELL. IT HAD THE NAME AS A SIGNATURE, 
OF AN INHABITANT OF CERNE; BUT OF ONE WHO 
IS WELL KNOWN TO BE UNEQUAL TO THE WRIT- 
ING OF SUCH A LETTER; AND WHO IS VERY IN- 
TIMATE WITH, AND MUCH AT THE COMMAND OF 
THE VICAR. 





Sir, Cerne, Dec. 6, 1823. 


I HEREWITH return you the three numbers of the Republican, and 
Ithank you for the loan. © 


The doctrine they hold forth is dangerous in the extreme, it is 
blasphemous, and cannot be supported by argumeut or reason: 
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| think your friend (as you stile him) is your greatest enemy, and 
{| am surprised to think that your father should permit you to hold 
sonverse with such an infidel. Permit me to admonish you; be- 
sare of the dreadful precipice you are now standing on. Have 
vou ever heard or read of the awful and fearful deaths of such ~ 
“haracters as Mr. C? O! young man, I tremble at your state! 
if you cannot fully comprehend the doctrines. of our most holy 
religion, yet itis your duty as a creature, to bow to your Creator, 
and say, “ what I know not, teach thou me.” Let me beseech 
vou are, not to be deterred by the suggestions of satan, but 
attend diligently to the instructions of your worthy minister, (Mr. 
Davis) he is a teacher sent from God, and his preaching is agree- 
able to the “word of the most high.” Mr. C’s. plan is to remove 
the fear of God from before your eyes, by telling you there is no 
os oo even Rete is cs ee 5 can vere Mee ogra 

ep, in the paths of sin and unbelief; an 
unless the grace of God prevent, the infidel is frequently brought 
— ignominious death! Hear the declaration of the dying cri- 
minal! “ Itis by sabbath breaking and by neglecting the prac- 
= ape duties of religion, that 1 have been brought to this un- 

y end. 

I find weg friend “ey you stile him) is a great puffer for human 
reason, and he would endeavour to persuade us that ‘ reason 
lone is sufficient to direct and Penh men happy.” This lee 
ment m0 one can support. Can Mr. C. gi isfact 
reason why the otiginal nbtivew of North "a oth bawies, 
_ and the Islands in the South seas, are in sucha degraded 
- Is it not plain that reason (unassisted by true religion) 
: lead a people to wickedness; and that Christianity (not mix- 
ee Carma guiding and encouraging reason will lead 

e peo t 
Ain: if men (aniversaly) be taught that there is wo hereafter, 
- met they will not be required to give an account of theiractions, 
nine soon find this country filled with confusion; yea, after 
mw ihe inhabitants would be so degraded as to be quite bar- 
an ‘nd ae epee ay Pe rie to immorality of every 
Fos pated oll a held of biood. 
Pha and ruin is the very thing the devil and his agents 
ung at. | 
whit ao ant that such monstrous notions be removed from 

: of at he in his mercy may impart to us a spirit of grace 

range a spirit of peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. 
"pose what I have now advanced will be turned into ridi- 
“9 aa so) and in return I will make mention of you at a 

gtace: and may God in ‘mercy hear, is the sincere de- 


sire of, Sir, 
To Mr. ‘R. Hassell Jun. 


Your well wisher and Friend. 
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P. S. I have to request that you will not make this letter pub- 
lic; itis not addressed to Mr. Carlile but to yourself, and my 
object in writing it is to endeavour to persuade you to break of 
your connexion with a person who is an enemy to religion and a 
destroyer of all comfort; for sure J‘am, that withouta well ground- 
ed hope of immortality through Jesus Christ, this present life 
must be a burthen to us; and there can be no real happiness 
without a lively faith in God’s mercy through Christ. As | 
write to you as a friend, you will oblige me by attending to my 
request. 


Bork 





TO THE REVEREND JOHN DAVIS, VICAR OF 
CERNE, AND JUSTICE OF THE PEACE FOR 
OUR LORD THE KING*. 





Dorchester Gaol, March 25—Our La- 
dy’s Day—the anniversary of the 
miraculous conception of him who was 
“* begotten not made” say you; but, I 
say, neither begotten nor made. | 
neither believe St. Luke, Celsus, nor 
the Toldoth Jesu, as to the begetting 
of Jesus. Year 1824 of the fabled Je- 
sus: 1724 of his first being preached. 

REVEREND SirRaAn! + 
I SHALL strive to do two things: to make the GREAT BIL- 


LY GALPINof Dorchester, the BREWER OF BaD ALE, as fa- 


mous in song, as JOHNNY GILPIN; and the VICAR OF 
CERNE, as common in story, as the VicaR OF WAKEFIELD. 
I have the advantage of Cowper and Goldsmith. Theirs 
were paper heroes: mine are real, both alive and cursing 
me, their scribe and critical patron! their abused corrector 
and instructor! 

I am informed, that the tickling which I gave Neighbour 
rar ap in the nose and ear, with the feather of my Goose 
Quill, engendered the bursting of a blood vessel ; for, his 
vessels are all well filled with a fiery blood that has pot been 
produced by his bad ale, though perhaps from the profit on 


* God bless and take, or take and bless, Vicar, Justice, Lord and King: 
and all. Vicars, such Justices, all Lords and Kings. od 

+ Johnson says, this is a term of reproach; but I never heard it applies 
before, unless to mischievous boys, cunning little rogues, &c. by their 
grandfathers. I believe it went out of date two generations ago- Terms 
change when they are revived again! 
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it: he langhed until there was an actual,danger of bis split- 
ting oF bursting vessels, trunk and all! and then he ‘ sweat- 
ed drop by drop’ from the excitement! The delight of see- 
ing his immortality before bim, almost overcame him with 


joy; but again, on reflection, he was cut to the quick, in be- 
: ted as a brewer of bad ale. j No comic actor could 
play the part that Neighbour Galpin played from accident 
and the excitement of his natural passions. Such was the 
impression made by the tickling of the feather, and the cut- 
ting of the nib of a pen, that our neighbour actually set out 
for London to see my shop, to see if my friendly letter to 
him was there on sale, to buy a copy, and to see the walls of 
London stuck over with, ‘“‘ AN EXPOSURE OF THE TRICKS 
or GALPIN THE DoRCHESTER BREWER OF BAD ALE!” 

Some friend in Dorchester* has sent me the particulars 
in song, and though, once a year, | forswear the further in- 
troduction of poetry into this publication, I must again be 
frail: to err is human”—*“ poor human nature!” she is al- 
ways leading us into the broad road to destruction—to de- 
sitoy our identities! Come, come, no cant, no sympathiz- 
ing, no hypocrisy: let us have the song, it corresponds with 
this ludicrous and burlesque, though most true, subject. 


TO MR. RICHARD CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





| .Dorchester, March 16, 1824. 
SUBSTITUTE FOR ARGUMENT, 


BEING THE ADMIRABLE PLAN OF GALPIN THE DORCHESTER 
BREWER OF BAD ALE. 


One day, said Galpin to a friend, 
Thy patient ears, I pray thee lend, 
To know how I’m perplex’d. 
Have I not ample cause_to wail? _ 
That raseal Carlile up in jail! 
God damn him and his text! 


The Brewer or BAp A.r’s the theme, 
The text on which he built his scheme, 
To ruin my fair name. 
Lord! don’t you think I turned pale ? 
“GALPIN;) THE BREWER OF Bap ALE!” 
On ev’ry wall the same! 
* Thave fri 


ci Ta riends in Dorchester, as well as in Cerne, my Reverend Vi- 
“0 not mean Mr. Richman, nor the Visiting Magistrates! nor the 
7 hor any friend that is his, or theirs, or yours. 
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When first in London I arrived, 

And there these cursed words descried*, 
I sweated drop by drop. 

The cause of it was all too true, 

And since ’tis so, what can I do, 
His cutting spleen to stop? 


Here paus’d the Brewer for awhile, 
Then looking up with half fore’d smile, 
I tell ye what I'll do: 
I'll go up to this cursed elf, 
And jaw him well; I’ll go myself, 
I’ll make the villain rue! 


Stop, says his friend, not quite so fast, 
At argument you could not last, 
I’d sooner let it pass. 
Not last at argument! Not I! 
Could I not talk with him! Then why— 
Damn me, I'd kick his 


Thus rage’d the Landlord ’till his passion cool’d, 
Then took his friends advice, ne’er try’d his plan; 
For though but little sense his actions rul’d, 
He thought it better far to mind his can. 
"Twas wrong to curse, he found, though late, too true, 
What others think, write, say, or choose to do. 





But fearing lest such sentiments sublime, 
Such gentle, flowing, fine spun epithets! 
Should e’en be lost, I send them all in rhyme, 
That. you may publish, if the subject fits 

And may friend Carlile ev’ry joy attend, . 


His fortune change; and Galpin’s ways soon ny ‘ 


Some malicious wag has even been so perverse as to stick 
some of those placards upon a wall in Dorchester! Bless 
me, where could the Corporate Magistrates and their Beadles 
be? Eating a Corporation Dinner, and drinking Corpora- 
tion Wine? 

After I had received the song, I learnt from our yours 
friend, our prize for contention +t, Richard Hassel, that Mr. 


* Mr. Galpin went to London about the time the posting bills of No. 
18, Vol. VIII. were up, and was an eye witness of his own disgrace: F 

+ Really, it is something like “ saint, pull devil,” between you hin 
me, as to which of us shall have this young man. I am so sure © ri 
that I need not help him to shake off your attempt to grasp him, I can wert 
him to his own strength; only I like to teaze you a little, for the am re 
ment of others as well as my own. You must make bim a dishonest bY 
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‘, had so far insulted him, in comsequence of the letter 
and posting bills, as to strip off his clothes and urge the 
ouug man to fight with him in the street, adjoining his 
in’s) House. Hassell, isa young man of 23, and Gal- 
in bas children older! The young man had too much re- 
spect for himself, and pity and shame for his opponent too, 
to give him an angry answer: but oh! what a thing is 
Christianity! what things are these Christians! ‘This is the 
man that called me an infamous villain, because I did not 
believein his God. and his Devil! Take him, Saint—he 
must greatly mend his manners, before I will suffer him to 
rank with the Anti-Christians. 

But I have resolved on one thing, in consequence of hav- 
ing heard of this new outrage by Mr. Galpin; I have re- 
solved to parody Cowper’s Johnny Gilpin; and, [ hereby 
offer, a copy of the works of Thomas Paine, as a prize, to 
the person who shall send me the best parody on that poetic 
ale, applying to the conduct of Mr. William Galpin, the 
landlord of the Phoenix Inn, Dorchester, and a Butter Fac- 
tor, or one of those persons who send Dorset Butter to Lon- 
dou. Ihave mentioned every thing [ know of him; except, 
that, he is as big as a porpoise, and [ had always understood 
he was @ respectable man, before I heard of his conduct to- 
wards Mr, Hassel concerning me.—So much for Galpin. 

Now, Mr. Davis, had you continued those visits which 
you voluntarily made to me last year, you would have 
found me disposed to treat you with every kind of unfeigned 
respect, so long as you had shewn me a similar disposition; 
but to shrink from the contest of defending your doctrines 
before me, and then to go behind my back witheyery species 
of calamny, is applying to yourself an epithet which I shall 
not here apply. You found me entirely open and ready to 
alsWer, you pon any and ‘upon every subject introduced, 
aad though I received a second visit, 1 kept altogether on 
the defensive, because I could not offer you any thing offen- 
‘ve; because I would not give you an excuse to say I had 
driven you away. It isnot possible for two honest men to 


core before ou can write him down, or preach him up, as one of your 
rt; and, of is, [have no fear—You see, I am not ashamed of per- 
oan Sa Pp I am sure he never did so much mischief to mankind 
e bees edone. Lucifer, is the most noble name that ever was fixed to 
tile is -, You are a scholar, a Latin scholar. You must know, that Lu- 
. a compound of the noun lux, lucis, light and the verb fero to bear: 
ch Correctly expresses a bearer or distributor of light. Please God, 
we € Devil, please all the Saints, if | cau beget or make another son, 


Shall be called LUCIFER! ora daughter, LUCIFERA! 
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sit dowa aud discuss any subject, which one of them fully 
understands, without bringing the knowledge of the one up 
to that of the other, upon the particular subject. Had you 
feltany confidence in yourself and doctrine, you would haye 
so pressed it upon me, until | had been compelled to assent. 
You would not have left me until you bad done it. Had 
you been an honest man, you, as a parson and a magistrate, 
would have so followed the discussion as to pronounce to 
my face, that I was either an honest or a dishonest man. 
One or the other I must be. J am suffering the reward of 
dishonesty ; but where is the man who will come to my face 
and say with proof that I deserve it? Now, I boldly tell 
you, that you are a dishonest man; and if you will visit me 
again, | will repeat the rebuke to your face. You lurch 
and lurk, like those who follow a lurking occupation. In- 
stead of feeling and acting as if you were sent by an omni- 
potent God, your conduct disgraces a bad cause. You are 
a busy meddling man, and yet, the moment you are opposed, 
there is no trick nor shuffle so mean, but to which you can 
descend to injure your opponent. The letter signed T. P. 
which precedes this letter, is a letter of your inditing. Will 
you say no? You should have known, that a man’s stile of 
writing, not the penmanship, but the stile of composition, 
with which we are acquainted, conveys his portrait as clear 
as a correct lineament of his face would do it. You should 
have recollected, that you have written several articles to me, 
and though you say it is not addressed to me, and 
desire that it should not be made public; yet the cloven 
foot of the vicar is too palpable to be overlooked: your 
meaning cannot be mistaken. You will not be sorry to see 
this letter made public, were it not for the comments on 11; 
nor was Mr. Hassel in honour bound to keep it private. It 
is written altogether as a public letter. You put a question 
to me in it, to which as a matter of course you shall have the 
answer you have asked. It is possible, that there are many 
in Cerne ignorant enough to receive as Gospel all you 
preach: I have heard of one poor to-be-pitied creature, who 
borrowed a No. of “ The Republican,” and when he went 
to bed, or was going to bed, he was afraid to let it remain 
on his kitchen table, but removed it to an outhouse! Comfort 
to you with such a congregation of Christians as this man. 
we must have brighter men for Anti-Christians! But all you 
want is to share the profit of their labour: the more ignorant 
they are the better for you: and though I must also live by 
those who approve of what I am doing, my support is uot 
drawn from their ignorance, but from their knowledge; that 
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what 1am doing is useful and important.. My mode of get- 
ting a living is the reverse of yours. If yours be honest, 
nine must be dishonest: if mine be honest, yours must be 
dishonest. I can defend the honesty of mine, can you say 
somuch for yours? If you say, are you prepared to do it? 
If so, you have only to ride 8 or 9 miles to find a disputant 
of your honesty. 

{om now about to criticise your letter of Dec. 6. 

You say of the Nos. of “ The Republican:” ‘The doc- 
trine they hold forth is dangerous in the extreme, it is blas- 
phemous, and cannot be su pported by argument or reason.” 
Why had pre pot te hee out some of the blasphemous doc- 
tines and refuted them by argument and reason? That 
would have been the way to have changed the opinions of 
such a youog man as 1 wen = As to tie epithet blas- 
phemous, it meavs nothing. here is uot a more idle and 
unmeaning word in our language. If we define it, we find 
it to express a speaking evil. ‘To speak evil of that whicb 
isevil, is as correct in morals, as to speak good of that 
which is good. The question then is, do I, or do | not, lie? 
Or do you, or do you not, lie; since you pronounce that to 
be good which I pronounce to be evil? I admit the doc- 
trines of the Republican to be dangerous to such men as 
you; they go to uproot that taxation which you assist to im- 
pose upon the ignorance of the people: they go to increase 
the knowledge of the people; an increase of which is all they 
7" ye cr ene x 2s mete your services. 

| lend (as 
enemy, and I am surprised ara epg As Soper 
permit you to hold converse with such an infidel.” It hap- 
pens, Priest, that Mr. Hassell’s father is not one of your elect ; 
besides, the young man is twenty three years of age, has 
foam sinlities, a character which you cannot blast, and is 
en ee eeencent of his father, or of you, his parish 

ou have persecuted him, as far as you had the 
Pa i Aste piu he Jaughs at your impotent efforts to in- 
is AF = . oes not expect from you, in whom no 
esata ad you never visited me, it is likely, that 

*fassell would not have done it; but when he had 
Majid first letter to you, he came and said: that since 

. faa mop ituded, he Wosgbt a friend might do it. | 
‘are ne of those tricks, and arts, and meannesses to 
WwW > 
i him, which you practise. The moment I heard that 
tan had been made to injure his father, in consequence 
that 1 oo coming to me, [ wrote and told him (the son) 

hot adopted the principle given to Jesus, of com- 
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ing to make variance in families, and I had not the least de. 
sire to receive his company, if any family dispute or injury 
were likely'to grow out of it: that I should, on such an oc. 
casion, esteem him as much for keeping away as for visiting 
me. Iam fully awate, that you, Mrs. Digby, my Gaoler, 
and two or three others, whom I could mention, have form- 
ed a little police establishment, to counteract the effects of 
Mr. Hassell and another or two coming to see me. I have 
been told, that the Gaoler has been twice, if not more, to 
Mintern House, to Mrs. Digby, on the occasion, and that 
letters are hurried about, at every visit I receive, so that the 
news of the person visiting always gets home to his neighbour- 
hood before he returns. I have aspy at your elbow, a much 
more clever fellow than Satan, who reports proceedings to 
me; and quite amused [ am with some of them: | have 
heard of sayings and doings that you imagine to be profound 
secrets: but you may see by this time, that there is enough 
of moral power in my dangerous doctrines to baffle all your 
tricks, and to make you look like a consummate fool and 
knave, in the attempt to oppose their progress. But in an- 
swer to the quotation, at the head of this paragraph, | must 
tell you, that, lam only the enetiy of such men as you. 
Mr. Hassell has imbibed nothing from my conversation and 
books, but the most pure dnd most useful knowledge. In 
every other sense, he is the same young man he was a year 
ago: and he bas at least ability enough to judge between 
you and me, as to which of us, would willingly be his great- 
est enemy. ‘Such an infidel!” as you fear to stand before: 
though you are a head taller! If 1 could only get you 
into my room agaip, or to come and take a walk with me, 
for I am now a peripatetic! I would make you say tbat you 
did not know me by your former visits. I kept quite on 
the defensive before, and so I did with Dr. England, at his 
two visits: but let me be favoured with the company of 
either of you again, and you' shall have a full. specimen of the 
difference between a Christian and an Infidel. You may 
come both together if you like, and bring Mr. Richmeo 
with you. 

‘“ Have you ever heard! or read’ of the awful and fearful 
deaths of such characters (as Mr. €.)? O! young man, | 
tremble at' your state!” Oh! hypocrite! you tremble more 
for yourself, for your tithes and other vicarial profits: As 
to the deaths'of such’ characters'as’ Mr. C.: have you ever 
been, or can you' produce a person who bas been a “e's 
tor of any such thing: It is: admitted on all hands, tha 
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Hume and Gibbon died firm. 
Pete allowed strangers cane eniebented Mirabeaa, [ 
seehow he could die. It is said of Thoma “ the street to 
aire that they did not die firm; but of Pair aineand Vol- 
been proved, authenticated, by aoe st the story bas 
tohave been an abominable Christian fab » CHAU MASIORA, 
chiefly by the American Quakers. Il met rication, got up 
letter, a new proof of it, under Mr Pain , append Ao this 
thier, John: Siewart amrore ine’s haud writing. 
materialists, bave lately died, and petss pase enlebrates! 
beard of their paring Ba ’ po on have we 
death is, cannot fear it, he cannot ossibl a tree a 
isnothing to fear, but the pain which y fear it, for there 
the stoppage of the circulation of his fi id Py Any teed 
val of eritical knowledge in the fifte th s. Since the revi- 
of Atheists have died; and what d Gap centarys thousands 
that has not been contradicted is a iy hear of them? All 
desire to live longer ; and there is a a nr sandy re 
desiring to live and fearing death. a mameree 
tioned ef one infidel. foarin ra here an Instance 
duct may be traced to a million of eo he-pame ona 
desire to die: I should like to live lo Hiatins. >: BARR BO 
fo live; but if it be not so, 1 should lik than you are likely 
spectator, so as there thay al ike to have you asa 
ing forth to lie upon the subject Mr. $0 PTEVERS FOS. Go- 
very neatly on this subject ake . i Hespell has reasoned 
reason, and honesty, may reflect te ft ane K Erni of semen, 
ne Caress is a complete exhausti at, as.death from linger- 
y, it is not a time to judge we of; he faculties of the 
moment of such a death oe “ese s rationality, at the 
rans, of bis sentiment whilst ip altheor lif stave theage 
, ni delirium were to befal me, would oe ife. Supposing 
Was im consequence of the pri it be fair to say that 
principles? Sueh a comparison ae a weakness of my 
4 hever seen the same complaint ~e tia 
tians . and principles, but more ede people ofaik 
nye Wh » Sir, as far particularly upon Chris- 
be sur re as lam a physiognomist, I shall 
a it any na lge ame iuto something of the kind 
ou from it, it wi — 
be. a anh hot so superstitious in —— — byP a4 ort 
young man at your own state! Mr Hass i rep ve 
sont, @ young man of great romi elt is. more 
table ation in life; and toll present appea considering: his 
e, tbat you will see hi present appearances, it is pro- 
ble figure i> }; see him making a, much Pp 
in life, than you have mad Be: Sore honoura- 
e, or are likely to make. 
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‘© If you cannot fully comprehend the doctrines of our 
most Holy Religion, yet it is your duty as a creature to bow 
to your Creator, and say, ‘ what Ido not know, teach thoy 
me.”” “Iwill answer for Mr. Hassell, that he will sincerely 
put'this petition to his Creator, to you, or to any man. He 
invites you to teach him: and you sculk and backbite him 
for doing it! I invite you to come and teach me your most 
holy religion, and you traduce my character to obtain an 
excuse for not coming! Be honest, or be silent. ‘ 

“ Let me beseech you in love, not to be deceived by the 
suggestions of Satan, but attend diligently to the instructions 
of your worthy minister, (Mr. Davis) he is a teacher sent 
from God, and bis preaching is agreeable to the ‘ Word of 
the Most High.’” Modest indeed! ‘This is like Moses writ- 
ing himself down the meekest man! If you bea teacher sent 
from God, you can tell us who sent you, where and what 
God is, or what is God! This will ‘settle the matter at once. 
If you cannot do this, you are an impostor. The same may 
be said with regard to the “‘ suggestions of Satan.” The 
Persians personified two spirits, the good and the evil, one 
of the names given to the evil spirit was Satan, or Sathan; 
but does it follow, that we, in such an age of critical enquiry 
as this; must believe in the actual existence of this figurative 
personification? We may as well say that the good Spirit, 
or God, rules by day ; and the evil Spirit, or Sathan, Abn- 
manes, orthe Devil, by night. This was the literal meaning 
ofthe Persian superstition. They worshipped the sun and 
fire, as Good, with admiration; and all its eclipses and ob- 
scurations as evil. [t was altogether the religion of the 
senses; and all you, Jews and Christian Jews, have done, 
is,'to corrupt this simple mythology of the Persians ; to make 
fools and beasts of yourselves. 

Pray what instructions can you give Mr. Hassell? He 
seeks‘you to invite your instruction and you absolutely fly 
and ‘hide yourself from him! Until you found that he was 
too well instracted to be imposed upon by you, you sought 
him and treated-him kindly ; but now he is-capable of ask- 
ing you 'a few questions, you, his minister, bis pastor, his pre- 
tended Parish teacher, defame him,’ simply because he !s 
more honest and intelligent than’ youtself! Tsay, from Mr. 
Hassell; that he is ready to meet you in conversation, or 10 
written discussion, at any tiime or ‘plaice that you shall ap- 
point: And, if you continue to’abuse him behind his back, 
he will post your merits'at €very corner of every street in 
Cerne, and on every door post. | 
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«Mr. C.’s plan is, to remove the fear of God from before 
our eyes, by telling you there isno God.” This is strictly 
‘ue: but it happened, that Mr. Hassell had not much to 
arn upon this head when [ first saw him. My advice to 
him was, which-is the same as I give to every one, to young 
or old, be satisfied with nothing in which there is a proba- 
bility of romance, until you can convince yourself by demon- 
stration, or by analogy, that it has existed, vr does exist; for, 
most true it is, that what we cannot conceive to exist, cannot 
concern us in the absence of that conception ; and if another 
sees a matter which we cannot see, nothing more easy than 
for him to communicate it to us. I pronounce, that there is 
no such a God as any man has preached; because, after the 
deepest and most honest inquiry, I have not been able to 
find any proof by my own search, nor any proof ex- 
hibited by the search of any other man. . Come and talk 
to me upon this subject, if you be honest, do not con- 
teut yourself with pulpit preaching, where a contradic- 
tion amounts to a religious misdemeanour. No longer 
crow upon your dunghill, when you are sure tbat there 
is mo game cock at haud to hear you. 1 would engage 
that, if it could be communicated to you in the midst of an 
exlempore sermon, that I was sitting in Cerne Church, the 
matter would render you speechless. I sometimes amuse 
myself with the notion of stepping into the chapel to hear 
and criticise the sermons of our friend Mr. Wood; but-his 
exterior, the whole of him that I have séen or heard is so 
good, that I do not like to do any thing painful to him. I 
have never heard that he would say behind my back, that 
which he shrinks from saying to my face, as 1 have heard 
of you, and Galpin, and the Gaoler, and Joseph Pitt the 
P ostmaster—cum multis altis. It is no crime to be a 
Latiner with a Parson. Paltry things suit paltry persons. 
“And after a person is so deluded, he ean easily be en- 
ia to advance step by step, in the paths-of-sin and unbe- 
; sand unless the Grace of God prevent, the infidel is 
requently brought to an ignominious death!” Dastardly 
erer’ Did you ever hear, have you ever found it record- 
that an infidel was brought to an ignominious death ? 
ve never heard of such an instance. By ignominious 
do not mean the manner of being put to death; 
a cause of it. | repeat, that 1 know of no such an in- 
oe The criminais of society are always found to be 
bristians, where the Christian is the predominant religion. 


Various }; 
= rig aire beco sent forth upon this subject. It was 
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lately said of Hartley, on his stabbing Captain Owen of the 
Bellerophon Hulk, that he was a disciple of Carlile’s: byt 
no one dared to repeat this after there had been time for en. 
quiry: He avowed, before be died, that he had invariably 
been a Christian, and his last words were “ Lord Jesus re- 
ceive my spirit?’ Again, when Andrew Ridings of Preston 
made the attack on Mr. Horrocks with a cleaver, it was in- 
stantly sent through the Newspapers, that it was becanse 
he read Carlile’s books. The young man on his trial, and 
in the course of his admirable defence, said, that he prayed 
every night. Now Carlile’s disciples, if he has any, are 
taught not to pray; that there is no intelligent object that 
can claim the prayers of man the highest known order of 
intelligence. I certainly do teach, and always will teach, 
that tyranuy should be resisted even to the knife, if it de- 
serve the knife, and I know by deep perception and consi- 
deration of the subject, that this is a first rate moral; for no 
opposition can be made to it but by an advocate for tyranny. 
If I am told, that there are laws in this country; I answer, 
that it is tyranny that makes those laws and sets itself abewe 
them. The laws are made against, and not for the bulk of 
the people, not by the bulk of the people. When the legis- 
lature is good, there will be no need of the knife to resist 
tyranny. It is an evil that is necessarily recommended, as 
the only bulwark against a greater evil; and in that sense, 
upon the principle of utility, becomes a moral of the first 
order, whilst tyranny exists among mankind. . 
“Hear the declaration of the dying criminal! ‘ It is by 
Sabbath breaking, and by neglecting the practice and duties 
of region that I have been brought to this untimely end. 
Pray Priest, who has most influence over a criminal sen- 
tenced to die? Aye? The Chaplain to be sure. An igno- 
rant criminal of this kind, is the mere parrot of the chaplain, 
and says whatever he is told to say. But my triumphant 
answer to this slanderous application is, that you, of any 
other priest, have never known an infidel to Christianily, 
in @ country essentially Christian, brought to an ignommr 
ous death! I will not say there are no bad men amons 
them; but I will say, that, in the aggregate, they are @ Si 


perior order of men in knowledge and morals to the Chris- 
tians. 

“I find your friend (as you stile him) is a great puffer = 
human reason, and he would endeavour to persuade us that 
‘ reason is alone sufficient to direct and make men bapp} 4 
This argumentno one can support. Can Mr. C. give any 
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‘jsfactory Treason, why the original natives of North and 
South America, Africa, and the islands in the South Seas, are 
in sich adegraded state? Is it not plain, that reason, unassisted 
by true’ religion)’ will-lead a people to wretchedness? And 
hat’Christianity, (not mixed with superstition) guiding and 
encouraging reason will lead the same people into a state of 
(happiness and love?” In the first place, I ask, if rea- 
OF a gee guide for man, what other guide has 
he? ‘Phe Priest ? 'Yes.-Reason and the Priest have been the 
two geides'of man; but neverin feliowship. Reason scouts 
the aid’ of the Priest, as a false guide, and the Priest reta- 
liateg that reason is a false guide. -Now, who is to de- 
cide, but every man for himself? The priest, in the first in- 
stanee, is‘nothing ‘but man, and whafautbority can he shew 
for assuming an-authority over his fellow man? ‘‘ Sent from 
God"—yousay for yourself! If seut from God, he must 
know the object by whom he has been sent. So the’ first 
sep lie'is'in daty bound to perform is, to do as an ambas- 
sador'does; present his credentials; give proof that he 
otines ‘from: a real king. But the fact is notso, and the fact 
is, that if there were such a God as you preach, he would 
notneed any priests to preach him to mankind—he would 
beknown@like to all. {t is a burlesque upon his omnipo- 
lenee;to'sappose it necessary, that he should perpetually 
needthoasands of priests to acquaint mankind that such a 
_— i existenee, and to ask their faith upon the bare 
po ag further, when a man of my disposition meets 
bh a man as you—you exhibit the impostor in an in- 
stant;you cannot submit to a single question; you have no 
credentials, either of a God, or of your being an appointed 
messenger. The whole thing is a juggle: some hundreds a 
fe ep attached to your office: you find that you obtaita 
—— easier than those who labour usefally; therefore, 
pes ive might and main, you will descend to airy biise 
pr piece of villainy, to support—what? your pre- 
. mares, mode of getting a living and holding ‘much 
srt eer a given number of persons! That 
raged by 5 ec your reason guided and’ enéou- 
€ oy Christianity! moh 
Ms — have been the most common guides 
the’ ‘Here reason guides, we find man happy: whiere 
Reka nat Rtises, he is ever''al wretched, unhappy Slave. 
otthed ‘the perfection’ of sensation, ‘a correct ‘conception 

bjeets by: whi a) ei 49 
aeiaren y ‘whieh mai’ is surrounded; therefore, ‘he 

: other~ faith fal guide. A’ priest cannot h 
edson than anoth . priest’ cannot have more 
other man, since he the Priest is but a man ; 
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therefore, a man can have no need of a Priest, cannot obtain 
any useful instruction from him, more than from another man. 
Man never wanders, when he trusts himself to his reason - 
he ever wanders when he does not rely upon his reason, ) 

As it respects the uneducated, the uncultivated inbabj- 
tants of Asia, Africa, and America, it is enough to say, that 
it was not Christianity, that it was not religion of any kind, 
that first cultivated, that first educated the people of Asia 
and Europe. There is no historical fact more clear, than 
that religion, even Christianity, bas been the deadly oppo- 
-nent of the progress of knowledge amoug mankind; and | 
will be so bold as to say, that one half of the inbabitants of 
Cerne are nothing superior to those whom you call unculti- 
vated barbarians in Asia, Africa, and America; although 
they have Mr. Davis for a Vicar and Justice: nor have you 
any the least desire to see their state of knowledge in- 
proved; a proof of which is, the skulking tricks you have 
played, in consequence of a few of my publications getting 
among them. But [ will ask you a more triumphant ques- 
tion, by just reversing yours.. If there be such a God as 
you preach, how comes it, that he did not communicate 
himself to those hordes of uncultivated men, until a Chris- 
tian priest got among them? Men are not immortal; they 
die. What benefit was it to the hundreds of former genera- 
tions, that such a God as the Christian God, or such a reli- 
gion as Christianity, should have been communicated to 
the present or last generation of these people? If it was ne- 
cessary to the latter, it was so to the former generations. If 
your God could have communicated himself to them, and 
thought it necessary, why did he not? These Indians can 
reason thus, as a proof of which, I refer you to the Indian 
Chief, Red Jacket’sspeech, about to appear in the Republican. 
In short, the whole of your doctrine makes your Ged either 
contemptible or detestable: contemptible for his weakness, of 
detestable for his caprice. It has done no good ; but muchevil 
to mankind, The philosophers of Greece and Rome were au 
intelligent and moral race of men, a reasoning race of men, be- 
fore any thing was heard of Christianity; aud Christianity 
came at a most unlucky moment to root up all the good moral 
seed among mankind which these men had sown.. ‘The page 


of history clearly unfolds to me, that the inhabitants of 


Greece and Rome, before the origiv of Christianity, were @ 
much more moral.people, in the aggregate, than apy pation 
of Christians have been since. _ It is quite clear, that the pe 
riod, from the fourth to the fifteenth century of Christianity, 
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was the most illiterate, the most immoral, the most bratal, 
the most barbarous period of existing history. Christians, 
as soon as they began to feel power, delighted in the destruc- 
tion ofevery thing that was good and kindly among mankind. 
4ndyas far as they have power, they proceed upon the same 
principle to this day. It is only by beating down that 
, power, that an intelligent few are bringing about useful re- 
8. 

irapejenk of Christianity not mixed with superstition. 

You can define nothing of the kind. Superstition is a fearful 

belief of the existence of a power that does not exist: there- 

fore, it'embraces, not only the whole of Christianity, but the 

whole of theism that personifies a God, or speaks of an in- 

telligent controlling power over matter. The Atheistical 

Materialist is the only man free from superstition. When I 

began to read the works of Paine, I was not alittle surprised 

tohearhim’called a superstitious man ; but, now, I under- 

sandand see clearly, that he was a very superstitious map, 

in what he said about God and a future state, or a continued 

state-of identical existence. -You say: 

“Again: If men (untversally) be taught there is no here- 

after; and that they will not be required to give an aécouut a 

of their actions, we shall soon find this country filled with 

confusion: yea, afler a time the inhabitants would be so de- 

graded as to be quite barbarians! A door would then be 

opened to immorality of every sort: indeed, it would be a 

feldof blood! ‘This disorder and ruin, is the very thing the 

devil’ and his agents are aiming at.” What an admirable 

climax! What close reasoning! How nicely cause and ef- 

fect'are made to fit! 

i Suppose the fact, which I assert, that man will not exist 

in aby future state, to be called to account for his present ac- 

lions; ‘or for the actions of this life: does it follow that he is 

uot to beaccountable to society for breaches of the peace 

and'violations of property 2 If your Christian logic be good, 

why do Christian legislators make laws in this life? wh 

are they ‘so arrogant as to take the work of their God into 

theit}own hands; which is as good as to say: “ we cannot 

wait for, we cannot rely upon, your justice, your distribu- 

ton of rewards‘and punishments in the next life; so we will 

avenge ourselves id this.” You argue, as if mankind were | 

living without laws, A bad man never thinks about future : 
rewards aud punishments ; if he be inclined to steal and do I 
mnleace; his calculations are all made upon the laws of his 
Cuntry; or perhaps he proceeds thoughtless of all laws. 
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The books of the Jews do not clearly inculcate a fature 
state; and but few of that people have believed any thing of 
the kind. In the brightest periods of Grecian and Roman 
history, nothing of the kind was believed. Our Saxon ap- 
cestors believed nothing of the kind, yet they framed some 
excellent laws, and a better system of polity in government 
than we have at this time. And it is now traditionally as- 
serted, that property never was more sacred than under the 
sway of these rude Saxons. ‘The Phenicians were evident! 
a civilized people, carryiug on a commerce witb all the then 
known world; yet, we do not find that they believed ina fu- 
ture life, or any thing about future rewards aad puuishments, 
The Chinese are as moral as any people on the face of the 
earth; yet their rectitude of manners is not enforced by u 
belief in the nonsense you insist to be necessary. 

The object of society is to increase the happiness of man- 
kind; and to suppose thata whole society will ever tura rob- 
bersand murderers, one upon the other, is most preposterous. 
A few such characters may always exist, as a vast number 
does exist in this religious country at this time, and in every 
other religious country ; but where good laws are found, 
there will be always good men enough to execute them, 
and to punish all crime that is detected. You argue, in 
your religious phrenzy, as if there had been no crime among 
mankind since Christiavity has been preached. This coun- 
try of England, has actually increased its amount of crime in 
a ratio with the increase of its religion; aud, as I bave be- 
fore said, all your'criminals are Christians—religious men: 
and regularly handed on the Gallows, from and by the 
Priest to Jesus Christ. So the delusion goes. The very evil 
which you affect to fear is, that which we Anti-Christians 
feel confident of lessening, by a better education of mankind, 
and an equalization of knowledge, which must naturally 
follow a free discussion. If your religion be good, it will 
stand against allattack: if not good ; be so good, to give us 
a better reason, than your salary, why you ask to have it 
preserved. Ignorance is the great parent of crime; and 
though ‘all educated men are not free from ‘it; still, the 
human racé has not at present a fair trial—it ts and bas 
been, almost throughout the periods of which we bave ‘au- 
thentic history, degraded by such men, by such teachers and 
preachers as you—-sy Ktnes AND Prrests. ‘Sach as you, 
have been 'the contaminators, the corruptors of mankind— 
such as you, have warred with every species of improvement 
—every effort te raise the mass of mankind above the brute 
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spimal; because, such as you, have ever been sensible, that 
you mast fall as the people rise in knowledge. 

You introduce the Devil, as the cause. of your climax, still 
hardatwork: but this person ification ofevil is your best friend; 
‘tisashamenemy that you have set up, under the pretence of 
doing something for the taxes you draw from the dupes who 
listen to:you. You are one of the Devil’s agents; it is such 
as: yow only who are in league with, who feel any interest in 
this sham personification of evil. The Devil is a non-entity ; 
but pou, as the agent of this sham enemy, constitute the real 

i which mankind have most need to renounce, to com- 
bat,and to be rid of. Every word you say about the devil, 
isan impeachment, either of the goodness, or of the omni- 
potence of your God. Mark that, and reflect. 

I have now dove witb you for this time. To mend you 
[havemo hope: your trade, your gain, is the ignorance 
and delasion of the greatest number; aud if I could aot 
address a portion of that number, in addressing you, I 
should think my time wasted, in any notice of you as an 
individual. 

RICHARD CARLILE. 








Two Letters, being a correspondence between Andrew A. 
Dean, of New Rochelle, and Thomas Paine, Author of 
the* Rights of Man,” &c. &., written Aug. 6, 1806, du- 
ting the time that Mr. Paine was ona sick bed, at the 
house of William Carver, in New-York. 





LETTER I. 
oe From Andrew A. Dean to Thomas Paine. 


Fpieyp anp Cirizen, New-Rochelle, Aug. 9th, 1806. 
‘Have heard.of your late. misfortune, by falling from 
aslawease. | It is represented to me, the injury is likely, to 
Provedatal: Ibope it. may snot prove so. J hope theseJines 
pence baad by. you -with some attention, they flow from a 
is Whanueh-attached to, your welfare. Your mortal body 
— much my concern, as is that of the immortal. My 
) for your welfare flows from a heart filled with love 
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and gratitude, hoping your future happiness may be more 
glorious than the present. You have merited my gratitude 
by. your services rendered to mankind in diffusing your 
principles of universal freedom, it cannot fail in giving you 
abundant comfort in your departing moment. Your poiiti- 
cal writings are sure to make your name immortal in ages 
to come, when your writings have emancipated nations from 
monarchial oppressions. You have lit up a light that can 
never be extinguished, the more it is viewed the brighter it 
appears. 

[ wish, however, to call your attention to the principle of 
religion, a subject on which we have had much conversation, 
also letter correspondences: on this, I now write to you as 
toadying mortal. 1 say to you, have you been in earnest? 
consider well, you have but a moment’s delay. If you neg- 
lect, you are sealed for eternity. Why cannot you admit 
the principle of redemption, by the death of the Son of God? 
@ principle so universally admitted for such a length of 
time, can hardly be questioned by us who live in this age. 

| have read with good ‘attention your manuscript on 
dreams, and examination on the prophecies in the bible. | 
am now searching the old prophecies, and comparing the 
same to those said to be quoted in the New Testament. | 
confess the comparison is a matter worthy of our serious 
attention; I know not the result till I finish, then, if you be 
living, I shall communicate the same to you: I hope to be 
with you as soon as possible. 

Receive my best respects, 
ANDREW A. DEAN. 
To Thomas Paine. 


LETTER Il. 


From Thomas Paine to Andrew A. Dean. 


ResPecTED FRIEND, : 
I RECEIVED your friendly letter, for which I am obli- 
ged to you. It is three weeks ago to day (Sunday, Aug. 
15.) that I was struck with a fit of an apoplexy, that de- 
prived me of allsense and motion. 1 had neither pulse not 
breathing, and the people about me supposed me dead. | 


had felt exceedingly well that day and had just taken a 
slice of bread and butter, for supper, and was golng to bed. 
The fit took me on the stairs, as suddenly as if | had ow 
shot through the head; and I got so very much burt by the 
fall, that 1 have not been able to get in and out of bed since 
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hat day, otherwise than being lifted out in the blanket, by 
two persons; yet all this while my mental faculties have 
remained as perfect as I ever enjoyed them. | consider the 
scene | have passed through as an experiment on dying, and | 
tnd that death has no terrors forme. As to the people cal- 
led Obristians, they have no evidence that their religion is 
true, There is no more proof tbat the Bible is the word of 
God, than that the Koran of Mahomet is the word of God. 
itiseducation makes all the difference. Man, before he begins 
to think for himself, is as mach the child of habit in Creeds 
ashe is in ploughing and sowing. Yet creeds, like opinions, 
prove nothing. 

Where is the evidence that the person called Jesus Christ is 
the begotten Son of God? The case admits not of evidence, 
either to our senses, or our mental faculties; neither has 
God given to' man any talent by which such a thing is com- 

hensible. It cannot therefore be an object for faith to act 
upon, for faith is nothing more than an assent the mind gives 
tosomething it sees cause to believe is fact. But priests, 
preachers, and fanatics, put imagination in the place of faith, 
and it is the nature of imaginaticn to believe witbout evi- 
dence. 

If Joseph the Carpenter dreamed, (as the book of Matt., 
chap. Ist, said he did,) that his betrothed wife Mary, was 
with child by the Holy Ghost, and that an angel told him 
so; lam not obliged to put faith in his dream, nor do J put 
any, for I put no faith in my own dreams, and I should be 
weak and foolish indeed to put faith in the dreams of others. 
_ The Christian religion is derogatory to the Creator in all 
its articles. It puts the Creator in an inferior point of view, 
and places the Christian Devil above him. It is he, accord- 
ing to the absurd story in Genesis, that outwi(s the Creator, 
in the garden of Eden, and steals from him his favourite 
creature, man, and at last, obliges him _to beget a son, and 
put that son to death, to get man back again, and this the 
priests of the Christian religion, call redemption. 

Christian authors exclaim against the practice of offering 
up human sacrifices, which they say is done in some coun- 
ities: and those authors make those exclamatious without 
ever reflecting that their own doctrine of salvation is founded 
%a@human sacrifice. They are saved, they say, by the 

of Christ. The Christian religion begins with a dream 
and ends with a murder. | 

Slam now weil enough to sit up some hours in the 
Y, though not well enough to get up without help, | em- 
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ploy myself as I have always done, in endeavouring to 
bring man to the right use of the reason that God has given 
him, and to direct his mind immediately to his Creator, and 
not to fanciful secondary beings called mediators, as if God 
was superannuated or ferocious. 

As to the book called the Bible, it is blasphemy 
to call it the word of God. [t is a book of lies and 
contradiction, and a history of bad times, and bad men. 
There are but a few good characters in the whole 
book. The Fable of Christ and his twelve apostles, which 
is a parody on the sun and the twelve signs of the Zodiac, 
copied from the aucient religions of the eastern world, is the 
least hurtful part. Every thing told of Christ has reference 
to the sun. His reported resurrection is at sun rise, and that 
on the first:\day of the week; that is, on the day anciently 
dedicated to the sun, and from thence called Sunday; ia 
latin, Dies Solis, the day of the sun; as the next day, Mon- 
day, is Moon-day. But there is not room ina letter to 
explain these things. 

While man keeps to the belief in one God, his reason 
unites with his creed. He is not shocked with contradic- 
tions and horrid stories. His bible is the heavens and the 
earth. He beholds his Creator in all his works, and every 
thing he beholds inspires him with reverence and gratitude. 
From the goodness of God to all, he learns his duty to his 
fellow mau, and stands self reproved when he transgresses it. 
Such a man is no persecutor. 

But when he multiplies his creed with imaginary things, 
of which be can have neither evidence nor conception, such 
as the tale of the Garden of Eden, the talking serpent, the 
fall of man, the dreams of Joseph the carpenter, the pretend- 
ed resurrection and ascension, of whieh there is even no bis- 
torical relation, for no historian of those times mentions such 
a thing, he gets into the pathless region of confusion, and 
turns either fanatic or hypocrite. He forces his mind, and 
pretends to believe what he does not believe. ‘This isin ge- 
neral the case with the methodists. Their religion is all 
creed and no morals. 

[ have now, my friend, given you a fac simile of my mind 
on the subject of icligten and creeds, and my wish is, that 
you make this letter as publicly known as you find oppor 
tunity of doing. 

I dm glad to hear that Thomas is a good boy. ore 
always give me pleasure to know that be goes on well. 
You say that he begius to want a pair of trowsers, shirts, 
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anda hat. You, then, take the horse and chair and take 
Thomas with you, and go to the store and get bim some 
strong stuff for a pair of trowsers, hempen linen for two 
shirts,and a bat. He sifall not want for any thing if he be 
agood boy and Iearn no bad words. 

[have taken lodging at Corlears Hook, but I am not 
well enough to be removed; yet I continue tolerable well 
in health; what I suffer is pain and want of strength occa- 
sioned by the fit and fall; for I found I went headlong over 
the bannisters as suddenly as if I had been shot through the 
head. : 

You speak of coming to New-York. When you come, 
bring Thomas with you. You can come with the horse and 
chair. If 1 am not at Carver's, he will tell your where Iam. 
When you go to the store, go on to the landing and read this 
letterto Mr; Pelton. When you see Mr. Somerville, present 

ts. You and Thomas may take a walk there some 
Saturday afternoon, and call at Mr. Jonathan Ward’s; take 
the leer with you. 
: Yours in friendship, 
THOMAS PAINE. 
N. ¥Y. Aug. 1806. 








SCIENTIFIC LECTURES DELIVERED IN A CHAPEL. 





Paine, PaLner, and other enlightened philanthropists, who have 
followed.in the same course, have most strenuously endeavoured 
toinculeate the necessity of reverting our churches and chapels 
into Temples of science, for the teaching of useful principles, sci- 
entific improvements and moral instruction. They have shown 
in the most satisfactory manner, that creeds and dogmas, which 
are ever doubtful from their multi licity, tend only to degenerate, 
sd py the mind for receiving the most destructive impressions, 
and unnatural occurrences for solemn truths. If we are to have 
the inhabitants of any country, just and powerful, it must be by 
teaching them their relative situation in society, and by fixing 
cir happiness on their present existence, and not upon futurity. 
Nitine nee in the minds of the rising generation, right notions of 
» Honesty, courage and magnanimity, you prepare them for 
oe of every happiness, on their present stage of exist- 
» and a@ resignation fitted for any other, provided a life of 

ty and virtue, ensures them an admittance. 
on a led into these reflections from the prospect of the 
times, when chapels are actually hired for the instruction 
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of mechanics in the principles of science. The London Mecha- 
nics Institution, which bids fair to reach a commanding eminence 
among the institutions of the country, have hired a chapel in 
Monkwell Street, for the delivery of their lectures, and alread 

upwards of ONE THOUSAND members have enrolled themselves, 
and added to its support. How cheering are such prospects! 
How fairly may we calculate upon the ultimate accomplishment 
of our most sanguine expectations, when we reflect on the bene- 
fits of the present times, and those which are past. 

In all our discussions we have endeavoured to shew the inuti- 
lity of the priest, compared to the manof science. The one, plod- 
ding over his text book, from week to week, with scarce any vari- 
ation; and whose whole life is fixed upon marvellous and useless 
tales, the truth of which, he knows no more about than a school- 
boy, and which he is, consequently, unable to demonstrate, or even 
show their probability when brought to the test of examination. 
The other, proceeding upon principles understood and acknow- 
ledged, directs his force to the analysing of every portion of mat- 
ter that comes within his influence; and discovering the most use- 
ful purposes to which it can be applied, either in supporting the 
human frame, adding to its ornament and utility, or promoting 
the industry, the commerce, the happiness, and welfare, of thein- 
_ habitants of the habitable globe. Let us take a view of the meet- 
ings under the above professions, and mark the contrast. The 
one, with a gloomy despondency, and not unfrequently transport- 
ed to the lap of Morpheus, sits the tedious hour, as a matter of 
penance to an imaginary being, whom their nurses have taugh 
them to look upon as an ever vengeful tyrant needing their suppli- 
cations. The other, aspiring to intellectual acquirements with 
every eagerness to attain some hitherto unknown fact, proceeds 
with a cheerfulness of heart, and a certainty, that every hour spent 
at such a place, will produce a preponderating share of benefit for 
every future hour of his existence, and prove himself natures 


masterpiece—a rational creature. 
W. C. 








ON GOD AND HEAVEN. 





Ir there were a Gop, I would not worship him; other people may 
please themselves. 1] would rather that I had not been born. : 

life is not worth having, there is nothing on earth, that God e- 
serves thanking for. If unborn generations have committed no 
crime, it would be better for God to stop procreation, and put “ 
end to this unhappy world; unless he wants to fully people Hell. 
If man owes God no thanks for his life; how can he love 


him? 
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If any person wound me; can I love or respect that person? If 
not, how can God expect worshjp -and love from me? Has he 
not brought me into being, and into danger from whence it is im- 

sible almost to escape? So far from loving him, he deserves 
the united curses of all mankind. But the secret is, THERE Is 
yo SUCH BEING. 

If there were a HEaveEN, what inducement is there for us to 
strive to.obtain it? What security is there that we shall dwell 
there in eternal peace, happiness, and glory. If God cannot, or 
will not, suffer mankind to live in peace and happiness here, what 
proof have we that we shall live so hereafter? Christian Theolo- 

ians themselves acknowledge, that.there have been ambition, 
rebellion, and wars in heaven, and that Satan was once an angel 
of light and righteousness: what has happened may happen again. 
If God has only promised these fine things, what is he, or who 
are they that can bind hith to keep his promises? May not he, as 
he frequently has done (so the Bible says) break his word, and 
fly from his promises. 

Allreligions cannot be true; one only can be perfect; therefore, 
to decide the various pestilential Theological controversies, it is 
the bounden duty of God to make his appearance and put an end 
tothe quarrelsome dispute: should any future generation com- 
mence a similar dispute, he has only to repeat his visit. It 
cannot be considered hard work for an affectionate father to see™ 


his children once in fifty years. 
B. 








TO MR. RICHARD CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





Dear Sir, Bath, Feb. 28, 1824. 
Tuoucn the few moments we are able to devote to study is al- 
most wholly absorbed in observing the uniform, the varied scenes. 
acting on the Theatre of European politics, by the state pigmies 

the Continent, and their fellow labourers in the quagmire of 
corruption, the church and state caterpillars of England; we can- 
not, nay, must not forget the victim of persecution, losing the 
“igour of his constitution in the gloomy and destructive atmos- 
phere of a dungeon. 

_In the vituperative malice of your enemies, we have a fair spe- 
se of the persecution endured by the advocates of truth and 
reedom, in every age and country; and here let us observe, that 
among the innumerable victims to tyranny and persecution, which 
forte of history record, none are found that possessed more 

tude or perseverance than yourself, and in order to stimulate 


aebee excrtion, not that we think any stimulation wanted, 


you this to show, that even in this sink of all that’s base, 











A446 THE REPUBLICAN. 


and servile, there are some few wise enough to adopt your princi- 
ples and admire your conduct. . 

That tyrants are savage beasts whom every brave man may safely 
exterminate from the face of the earth, is admitted to be the law 
of nations; equally true is the adage of the Immortal Hampden 
that when the sword is drawn against the prince, the scabbard 
should be thrown away. The fate of the illustrious Riego has 
written this dear bought truth in characters that shall be legible 
when the marble tablets of our day shall be crumbled in dust. 

Look to Spain, then say, 


** When hostile trumpets blew the loud alarm, 
Why did not thousands eager wish to arm.” 


I'll tell you why they did not: 

The church proclaimed the Invader’s cause, the cause of hea- 
ven; and the priest-ridden multitude believed it: thus we see, 
in this one instance, religion caused the ruined misery of millions. 
Need we urge any thing more to prove the wisdom and justice of 
your attempts to destroy it; and this short but faithful picture of 
its fruits, is in our opinion, the greatest commendation we can 
bestow upon you. Accept it, then, as an heartfelt offering to per- 
secuted worth. s 

On the 29th of January, being the birth day of Thomas Paine, 
a man who.wants no marble to record his name, we collected a 
trifle for you, which we hope you will accept, 

From your brother Republicans of Bath, 
For self and others, 
WILLIAM PAINE. 


TOASTS, &c. 


To the ever glorious memory of the Immortal Son of Free- 
dom, Thomas Paine, and may all men, in spite of interested calum- 
ny, have courage and honesty enough to read, mark, and in- 
wardly digest every sentence in the “ Rights of Man,” ‘“‘ Common 
Sense,” and the “‘ Age of Reason,” before they have the audacity 
either to praise or to calumniate this Noble of Nature. 

To the intrepid and persevering, but, alas! most shamefully 
persecuted Carlile ; may he live to see his own and worthy family’s 
wrongs redressed: his merciless enemies rewarded, and every 
wish of his honest, manly, and virtuous heart realized. : 

(N. B. Here should follow a host of distinguished champions, 
&c.) 

Mrs. Wright, Messrs. Boyle, Holmes, Rhodes, Tunbridge, and 
Watson. 

May we live to see Common Sense produce an Age of Reason, 
harmonized by the Rights of Man. 


May soldiers and sailors soon open their eyes, _ 
And through treason’s glass see their true enemies. 
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May all our friends experience “ Paine,” whilst our enemies 
enjoy the Rights of Man. ; 
ay the whole universe be incorporated in one city, and every 


inhabitant be presented with its freedom. 
Everlasting life to the man who gives the death blow to super- 














way the tree of liberty flourish round the globe, and every human 
being imitate fabled mother Eve. 

May every civil Government be founded on the natural rights of 

an. 
"Success only to that Government which prefers armed citi- 
zens to armed slaves. 

Religion without priestcraft, and politics without party. 

May the guardian angel of liberty overcome the demon of sla- 
very. 

Hay difference of opinion never divide friendship. 

May the wealth of rogues devolve on honest men. 

May every honest man turn out a rogue. 

May depressed merit soon be exalted. 

May the prison gloom be cheered by the rays of hope, whilst 
liberty fetters the arms of oppression. 

May hemp bind those whom honour cannot. 

Success to those who fight for their country’s freedom. 

May our evening’s diversion bear the morning’s reflection. 

May the Devil never want a King, nor Carlile his picture. 




































SUBSCRIPTION FOR MR. CARLILE. 


L, Saunders, a true Protestant, and one who believes with- 
out hesitation, tyranny, hell, religion, damnation. Never- 
theless, would feel particularly obliged if some of God’s 
vicegerents would be so kind as to consult Daddy 
Aaron’s Urim and Thummim and inform both him and 
the ghost believing followers of the circumcised God, 
where to find the prophecy of Enoch, mentioned Jude 
14, The book of Jehu, mentioned 2. Chron. chap. xx. 
ver. 34. The book of the battles of the Lord, mention- 

Numb. chap. xxi. ver. 14. The book of Nathan the 
Prophet; the book Iddo, the prophecy of Ahijah; men- 
tioned 2. Chron. chap. ix. ver. 19. The book of She- 
Maiah the prophet, mentioned 2. Chron. chap. xii. ver. 
15. The book of Jasher, mentioned 2. Sam. chap. i. 
ver. 18. The book of God mentioned 1. Chron. chap. 
“e ver. 9. 1. Epistle to the Corinthians mentioned 

; Vor. chap. v. yer. 9. The first Epistle to the Ephe- 
sans, mentioned Eph. chap. iii. ver. 3. The Epistle to 
e Laodiceans, mentioned Col. chap. iv. ver. 16. The 
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‘book of Henoch, mentioned in the Epistle of Thadoleus, 
Drigen, and Tertullian, the book of Solomon’s three 
thousand proverbs, and one thousand songs; together 
with his books of the nature of trees, plants, beasts, 
and fishes, mentioned 1 Kings chap. xxii. ver. 33. The 
Epistle fathered upon Barnabas, the Revelation of Peter, 
the doctrine called the Apostles, mentioned in Eusebius, 
. Lib. 3. chap. 22. 5 0 
A Female convert to Common Sense, who thinks— 
That, such a God, and such a book, 
As Jehovah and his Bible, 
Must surely be—by saints, mistook, 
As either would disgrace their Devil. 2 0 


Another Female convert to Common Sense who can— 
Assure the priestly lying crew, 
That the joy they preach is vain; 
Since the sweetest joy she e’er knew— 


Was the bliss derived from “ Paine.” 1 0 

M. Ponter 1 0 Thomas Taylor, from 
William Nott i 0 America 2 6 
Josias Bickell 1 0 John Taylor 0 6 
John Bickell 1 0 . John Barry 1 0 
M. Mortimere 1 0 John Kiddle 2 6 
J. House 1 O William Price l 0 
John Owen 1°6 John Gunning 3.0 
John Sharp, American C. White 0 6 
Quarter Dollar 1 14 William Paine 2 6 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





SEVERAL letters with subscriptions are postponed to the 
next No. from the pressure. of matter: we have received 
those from Aberdeen, Huddersfield, and Rippon; and ove 
from Nottingham to Mrs. Wright. Mr. Armstrong’s letter 
to Mr. Meek of Stockton—the correspondence between Mr. 
Clark, and Mr. Burton, of Rippon, and several other arti- 
cles are waiting space for insertion. 





Printed and Published by R. Carrie, 84, Fleet Street —All Correspon- 
dences for “‘ The Republican” to be left at the place of publication. 














